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ome designers cherish a
particular style and con-
sistently stamp their inte-
rior commissions with
that ui:‘lEulul' prl':m‘l and
medium. But few can
match the sheer sophisti-
cated uni'l.'lr:'!-llil._l,r of taste :a|a.=l.-lat!! .h:r'
Paris-born and New York—based archi-
tect and designer Robert Couturier.
After all, whe else but Couturier could
claim such an A-list roster of interna-
tional projects, beginning with landing
Sir James Goldsmith’s 60,000-square-
foot palace commission in Mexico af the
age of only 267 Then there’s his recent
spate of projects ranging from a Palm
Beach villa 1o a Jackson Hole. Wyom.
ing. ranch and a cluster of 19th-century
Manhattan townhouses —all of them
Alled with art and antiques.

*I'm qﬂ'ﬂll.l.‘lli:," e:ltplnrina new a.rli:ldu,
du-.-:i.sntrl, cabanetmakers and :.1.:,4:5." AYE
Couturier. And a glance around his SolHo
loft attesis bo his rare command of art
spanning thousands of years and punctu-
ated with qui:t-nl'i.c lurpriu-lu. Yes, this 15
no “art-history textbook”™ saturated resi-
dence. What makes Couturier’s abode so
distinctive is not the collection per se, but
rather 1ts 'pnucnl.nﬁnn- Take, for example,
his placement of a recent purchase: a
porcelnin sculpture of a cavorting mer-
maikd, created by Clowis, Paul G:l.ugui.n'u
son. The designer nestled this figure —
which is colored in a swirl of pastel
hues —alongside a Greek Attic vase, an
Indian file and an 18th-century Italian
horse made of gleaming silver. Nearby
is a gouache of Capri by English 19th-
century cartoonist Edward Lear. It is a
vignette fizzing with contemporary spirit.

Cheerall, Couturier's residence refer-
ences his rather intriguing childhood.
Growing up in & Paris townhouse
designed by Art Nouveau master
Hector Guimard. his furnishings were
by the stalwaris of Art Deco — Jacques-
Emile Rublmann and Jules Lelew, And

A tropby-grade zebra “Shades Skin”
atfowean stamds atop a  I9tb-century
Tirdestan Samarkand wool rug. A TH.
Robofobn-Gibbings fable aupporia a 7tb-
cenfiry gray anadatore wlatoe of a mele
deily, probally from Har-barg in Camba-
g, Coutwrier deaigned the while arm-
chaire and drapertea. The feo §-foalbigh
plaster figueres clad i efasatcal drapery
were ervaled for Englands Syon Howee
and were previonaly swned by Pop arliof
Andy Warbol.
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series ol rock-crystal columns by the
French Forties designer Serge Roche
“The emphasis on the antiques dates back
o my architecture stucdent days, when |
coped reams of Greek and Roman statu
ary. he says.

Functionalsiy unites the three different
spaces in Couturier's residence — main
galon, library and bedroom —For each
gerves a8 a sitting room. For example, the
18th-century
French bed in the siyle of Lowis XV,

I.'L"".‘Ir“”rl L'|:||'|1-C|i":- byl
plumped high with raspbermy-colored
satin pillows with art books nearby.

Couturier purchased 70 percent of his
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century French furniture now approach
ing scarcity bevels, he has taken to scour
ing Manhattan, (He found his Adnet desk
with its regulation leather top from
luxury supplier Hermis, ar Barry Fried
TRATH |..1|_| }
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rug encaled faar laperiry palfron Marie
Cultids and a PO Freack sofa-bed

coveree i cetna-pronfed wbearling,

Couturier makes certain his space
is never static. Piled high in the Lbrary
area 15 a stack of avction house
catalogs and newly published art
books. "Have you seen the Byzantine
art exhibation at the Metropolitan?” he
asks. "Dhd you catch the show at
B 20th Century downtoan? Check out
Christic’s English hurniture sale; it has
some Fantastic things.” His calendar is
packed with evenis as well as muscum
and gallery openings that would make
even the most sophisticated urbanite
pale.

“When you return in a month, there
will be changes,” he exclaims. They are
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B Blanchard. Furniture: Conninental, Georgian, painted, period
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B .John Eskennei Lud. Buddhist and Hindu sculptures; Him-
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B 5. Franses Lid. Antigue tapestrics, COrpets and textiles.
011 <44 20 7976 1254

B Carlton Hobhs Lid, 18th- and early 1%th century English
and Conninental furmarure and are. 001 44 20 7540 1000,

A .f:f.l!:'-rr.lr.l'r.'ry Fremelr feactile avd a P95 l|'-.-|r|'|".\|rr'|' al a g
mrr iy arn @meenganrss arfned i FMloreace, flaly, bang detind o
T rambop-and-ifecl Secgres Admed diopled wnitle barmdat ifched
featber casbione (et ). The Rodaobr-(ribbings table (helour)
dagplaywe @ aeriee of rock-cryalal columime by French Forties”
designer Serge Roche.
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B Barry Friedman. Bavhaus. 19505 io 1%60% French furmi-
pare, 1920% Scandinavian neoclassical furninure and con-
temporary decorative arta. (212) 794-8550)

B H.M. Luther Antiques. 17th- 10 1%th-cenmury Russian,
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Cinbaerser paieed @ wrardle-top arabogany
Lovie XV dining table and mabogany
cartanly faefle (fere it ) of the sawee prive-
wairee, ree Mack-awd-sliite photogripls
|"'_|.I the Giermarr articts Beend wud Flilla
Becber, who are beat Luvave for teece arehi-
fecineatd portrailace, complesrenl the bl
destrad red, Merek and wiite o P95 g,

B John Hobbs Lid. 17ih- 10 19hk-
CEATLTY l‘;ltgliuil Pursuituire: H"!ll:-
CenmiRry !",ur'upc;m Flll'l!lill.-ll'l:- 1 4
Hy FEI0 8309,

B Christopher Hodsoll, 171k-, 18ih-
.ll'l:l |"']rh-q'|.':|.ll,.|:'_\.' l1||"|5i'|1,l|'-|_l. 5..q_'I.|I|_|-
mare and pictures, (M1 44 M 7730
231D

B Mallewt & Son Lad.. 18th- w 1%9h-
century English and Continental fur-
niture. works of art, glass and paint-
ing collections, 011 44 20 7499 7411,
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Panis
Abexandre Biaggi. 2th-century furni-
ture, 011 33 1 44 0F 34 735
Aveline, 17th- w 19th-century paint-
ill!ﬂ_'!h. furniture amd ar obgecs, 011 33
| 42 ihix & 29
Lue Bouveret .-"I.nﬁql.uin:. 17 th-cen-
tury lurniaee. B0 35 1 40020 %91 21,
Camoin-Demachy  Antiquités. Art
Dees and firmiture fram the 17th
b centueses, 011 33 1 42 &1 B2 D4,
Calerie du Fﬂw. Art Do ane Fur-
niture Fromm the 159tk Ry 013542
301 13,
l";hg[-] L'.nhl ;|||.-|I l-\.-l_'iq_'|1|‘i.1;l_' .l|'|!-\.||'1lllll..'ll|'a.
011 33 1 42 6 B6 25
51{-}?\:!-[:(\'. 17th- LR |‘H|l-|_u:lr|l||.|‘_1.' |1l|'-
miqure, 0011 33 1 42 % 18 14,

Lo ANGELES
Lief. Swedish antiques from 1770 10
|85 (S10} 5350-5] 18,

Richard Shapire Antigues and
Waorks ol Ar. [6th- v 18th-ceniury
lnalian furniture, sculprure, mirrorss,

paintings and drawings. (310) 275
700,

CONNECTICUT

Hamrah's Oriental Bug Co., Wiod-
beraman and |::4||‘-l.1|.rnm Fugs
and 1,-||-\.|_-u|:-i|_--.. RO} Melb-43435.
T_v.-un‘ -'\lllil.luun aned .-"l.ppm]mh. Litch-
l'H.'ll.l- I..-_:L- (] |"]I|1-l..1|.'|'|ll.ll‘:r Laatin-
l.'ula| Buirvaluare, l.hm.:lhlivr ATTH, p\.tiﬂl-

bury, F

i|'.g\-\. ,IIH! 1_-I|1r|||-Er'.;|E:||.i|.' e, [ lHﬁ“_:l Br -

[ &,

Art & .'1|r||||||:|_'\.' Neud r:u{' |'a|l'hlh'.|I|h|rJ.I¢"|l.||l
Hewals X, MWipwr Brerraed st de ot
Buatifarfe of Aet g Fowrchen amed cowitrafntios
regrelarty fo the Financial Times WEER-
EMN DR fler aepart an the atate of the market
L g LT T r_l'l'.l_l'l |'£|,|'_. BAATA

93



