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hen it comes to bringing the past into the present, 
Robert Couturier does it with a keen eye and exquisite 
care. In 1987, he made design history when billionaire 

financier Sir James Goldsmith commissioned him to design the 
single greatest private commission of all time, Goldsmiths 20,000- 
acre estate in the Pacific Coast of Mexico. Two decades later, 
Couturier is still at the top of his game and has worked on projects 
in the United States, South America, Europe and Russia. The 
Paris-born, New York-based Couturier was named one of the best 
architects and designers in the world by Architectural Digest and 
his distinctly continental and international style comes through with 
much panache in this Paris apartment.

Located in 7th Arrondisement, the best address in Paris, with some 
of the most spectacular views of the Paris skyline, this 5,500-sq-ft 
apartment has enough volume and space, making it a particularly 
interesting apartment to decorate. The home belongs to writer and 
mother of three, whose grandmother used to live in the lower level 
of the house. The unit is a 17th century townhouse, so Couturier’s 
main goal was to keep the gorgeous historical spirit of the home 
intact. The client wanted four bedrooms and four bathrooms on 
the upper floors and for the attic to be converted into a livable 
bedroom. Her desire was for a contemporary home that still had a 
quaint and antiquated charm. 

Seventeenth century French oak was used for the floors. In the 
living room, a variation of light and dark oak was laid out to create 
a striped pattern, and in the bedroom, a darker shade of oak 
envelops the lighter shade of oak in a chest board inspired grid 
pattern. Couturier brought in some new oak wood and worked 
them in to complement the existing oak wood structures. The walls 
are all plaster with some wood panelling in certain parts. Couturier 
says that for restoration and renovation of old buildings, attention to 
detail is crucial. “It needs to look as though the entire residence has 
always looked the way it does not, with no discordant changes of 
additions,” he says. 

The fabrics used were a mixture of old fashioned silk velvets with 
some brighter, more modern coloured materials. The 17th and 18th 
century armchairs are covered in antique damasks, the living room 
sofa is covered in red felt and the bedroom curtains follow a simple, 
old-fashioned French style that keeps with the authentic look of that 
Gallic era. Lampshades where mounted onto antique Chinese jars, 
vases and porcelain that the family owned to create unique and 
elegant lighting options. Most of the furniture pieces are antiques 
and the artworks on the walls belong to the owner. 
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The overall effect looks like 
a modern-day interpretation 

of French Queen Marie-
Antoinette’s waiting room

In the living room, antique gilded armchairs are positioned close to 
a modern looking red, yellow and orange sofa set. Chinese vases 
and a Thai statue in the lobby area give the apartment an exotic 
Oriental touch while modern artworks add a dash of fashionable 
chic. The overall effect is a bright and vivacious home very 
much like a modern-day interpretation of French Queen Marie-
Antoinette’s waiting room. The combination of classical French 
furnishing and eclectic contemporary accessories, adds an alluring 
quality where the old and new meet in perfect harmony. 


