]
C ‘ I I C BY BUNTER DRG] OWSkA=-FHILP

Scaling the Rockies in style.

I TAKES SAVCHE FAIILE AN STAMINSG T FURMNISH TWO HOMES X

the wme time, B 1lly when one & a sprawling Beverdy Hills
munsion and the other 15 2 pair of Aspen condominiums thae
have 1o be smipped down vo their basics and then reconstructed

¥ oane wunit. But interior .|-."-1_-.r_|'|-.'.' obert Couturier is cmi
nently qualified for the sk
Couturter brings a sense of occawon awd grandeur o any
project. Bomn to a wealthy fanily, and a graduate of interior architectiure
and deszygn at the Ecole Camando m Paris, he moved o Mew York in
1951 o work for deagmer Audam Dihanyg, In 1956, Coutarier catabhsled
his own practice there. The following vear, when he was only 26, Cou-
tuner wis building a palace i the jungle of Mexico for the Lite financier
ar James Goldiouth, Cumxmaly, as the 00 =square-1o0 pebrsay was
known, catapulied Couturser mita the ranks of top designers. He went
an to complete two mone statcs 1or Goldsmath o well a8 e e r s o
his private Boemg (50 The wealthy and powertul lave been standing in
line for Coutuners $crvices over snde.

For Marvann CFDonnell, a proncer investor m the amerset provider
EarthLink, Couturier prowved the deal inmterpreter for her Francophilk
seribilitics. His orgamzanonal sk Il% alse meant that e could simolane
owily repovate and outiit the Beverly Hilk house and the Aspen condo
i just ower @ year, The solution was 1o make one major shopping trip for
both progects o savie mmc and, postbly, moncy.

O Dannell, whe now works s real estate, recalk, “We decided on a

stvle that capturcd my heart—French destgn froan the mbd-2R0 century:

For that, you need o work winh the highese-trained person you can find
Foobert was perfect because of his incredible conneoions and because he
had my best interests at heart. You are ot just a commodiry to Roaberr:
wou are part of his are. He always made the best choboe, [ was reassuring.
because one mibstake could have thrown off the whole tinetable”

The mujority of the shopping was donwe i Paris, “With Foolsere, in0owas
all business, very targeted, no wasted dme” O Donneldl sy, "l wasn'n

like we particd; 11 was like we had a mision. We were frugal, amd we

found picees that were interesting for el valoe and funcion.

Jurier gulled e

Before any furniture could be used, lowever, the vwo aninspiring
comles had w be completcly reonvvared. Coutarion descrilse de ancligge-

tural sivle of the I'q.||-|||:|__' as l.|:.1|'- Wik, © |I'~\.'.I;'|:\- buale, hugdeows” He anay
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Aspen Chic

i ||'||l::'||"|r'.|-||'._ e when n COFTIES [ his |,-|||:.-.. i, £ “ENll-

miFier will alerage n |ri|||'||' bir the et “The aschirecrugs
was bizarre and graouious,” he adds. “The roons were
wirdnd, with either low ceilings or doping ceilings. It was
hali an A-irame, where ceilings ase 17 feet all on one side
amd 8 on che other. We changped the whole lavour.” The

FUTCOf

e was a 25 -sguare-toor, rwo-bedroom, thoee-
bath plan with a kitchen, moming room, living oom, din-

NS FoH0d, A I'.I CVETL "'\-II"«I" W | I"'E:-:i!.: PO

ROBE FEEFFHT EELANTY i

carabive painder Pawlin Pdels gove the conda o pollched fisich, Tow mieces grace the Ndng rosm s pearlcoleeed walls

L _asiinuiries WA PESEFLICTURITYE the archirecmire at the

E ::1rr1||||r |r||'- I|| Il'. 1 .‘.II Ill'.I

fraid doos. He sharrened
circudar entry hall wich arched doorways that lead w the
other rooms. The doorways mirmor one another and, from
certain perspectives, cstablish a small-scale enfilade. linead

of being an elongated and claustrophobic space, the cond
now opens like a llower, In the entry hall, one six-poinved
star i painted in gold on the domed ceiling and another s

inlaid in blick stome on the lloor like a grant compass. [t

Aspen Chie

Lol irier p.,'n';nrn”d a pobal remmation o e condo, slarting with

ik eairamce holl, He creoted a resanel hallwary and had a siar l"'-‘lil'll'-l'lr
in gobd on ihe demed celling omd cnother slhar irlaid im Blach sfone on
the oo, “M ghes o sense af ploce, where Ve afe weloomed bafore

visit v [t thie living rosom or the moning room.” he soys,

1R ROBE BEPFORT FERRUARY i

gives a serse of place, where vou are welcomed
before you go inte the living room or the

e rning rooan, Couiiurier save,

| |'\,..: |_".'. .i.| | 1 had been |'|'l!|'l:.'l.I|.'l:lL'l.-!\. LT L"\-'i"_\.'.
w0 he replaced all of the trims and finshes. “t

ek

(R |||1E|.|-r' 1t the condo have a l.|II.I|Il.'-'
that the '|'l:|||-|i||5_' itselt lacked, a -\.:_l.illll'l' of
refinement.” Cowuturier savs. “Marann msisted
K - 3 BB

that |_|‘|-_' :1:11'\-|II_"H. should be mpeccaiie; even

|:|‘|-_|'|' | :|‘||I wrad a3 peconsd homee.

inter Pauhin Pars was broaghe

Lrecorative p
in to add subsle elements of pattern and colar

15 IMIO&T '|'I.'I|'l|.' i e

throughout, Hiz to

dining room, where arabes Jues in tones af

+ gall,

marrow room. All the finery 15 surmounted by

= - .
INCsTY and '\l:'\ll-\.l Il\.'1'.|.1 a dense af "'-\.'-|I|' (LE |
B

B i e ¥

] -:'|.|-C'-.:-r.|:r [= |:.|I1L|f]LL'I :|I|I|.|.I ol i 'lf'\-ﬂll"l'l-lrl-lu ERE]
effect that 15 both starcdling and amnusing, Lt
I1I.LL’.."\| Sl '|-|l\.:l|'| .1r|.| '\-l-‘“i.l.l'..':.” AWE ':.'\-"'“-'-” e,

» ixiuire of things and a beautiful

e |||-. ||| I;'||_' |1'\l'||'|'_' PG, |:..Irl'\-
|,| |::'||,' |.1|.'.II| i |||n||_'q,| walls with F'.IEI' I.".II!I':
I-'I-I |-i}'!lqu,'-\. q,ll. Iniaises 1|,-ph. 'H.l_':l':lt!:e_' AENENer : II-\.|
vanter, each |-.'-|.|'.||:_'. a1 COFMacOpEa “They gve
the room character and body and I""'Il" L
make sense of the architecture,” Couturer
l:':l:|'\l|.l":ll'\-

O'Daanell 8 a ikier, bur she B ako a oty
,:1r]_ ||1"_.r_|||_|||.' IS0 H.u.[l'lll She s |1:"l.'. l.'. illl.'
custoamiary € .:1'||:.|_|..| ||'|'__; cabin |.'l|!lL--.|I'.I||.'I
chandeliers, fake fur upholstery—ifor an urban
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Aspen Chic

sencibility. 1 koved the sdea of having a citified look in 2
mountan epimnnsent, just for the fun of it O Dormell
says, The stmosphere & distincdy aprés—ki in the living
room, where Couturier-dedigned sofas are covered in
beige and cream fabrics. The snowy scene is brightened
with pallows of red velvet,

Yet, with an sbundance of oversmuffed and down-flled
seating. the cory factor is muoch in evidence. ™1 was
involved in emenging technologies, political fund-raking,
and the film indusiry)” O'Donmell saps. “1 had a diverss
group of peaple to entertan, amd [ wanted the furmiture
trn bemd itself o that” Adds Coururier,”She wanted somse-
thing glamorows and lovely ac might, which is cthe only
time you spend indaors in Aspen.”

While the public rooms are more formal, the bedrooms
are easy and intimate. The master bedroom was afflicred
by low cealings, so Couturber had them coffered o rein-
force warmth and privacy. Texwred ivory covers on the
bed and deep=cushioned armchairs, along with a red che-

mille comiorier, provide an enveloping semie of serenity |

that s especially welcome after a day on che slopes, ™1
think Robert took more chances with the condo,”

O'Donnell says. “He matched delicave with stwrdy. He
used pleces thar 1 had fousd in the French flea market,
sarme antique leather club chairs. He bailt a Bitle anached
house for oy dogs out on the deck, with a dog doos se
they could go in and our”

Couturier may be rigomously correcy, but he i also
irreverent and a nonconformist. He mude sly reference to
Aspen’s upscale rustic style while using small doses of it. Im
the master bathroom, for example, a vanity #ool by Pars
furniture designer Hervd van der Soracten has the spasdly
black legs and furry wop of a mounin goat. The goest
meom bedooverings and lungings ae the red artan of a
hunting shirt but made of silk waifew as opposed to a more
homespun woal,

“I wanted w lightdy make fn of Aspen dessgn, which
is uwsually pretry anattractive, amad not be oo serous about
it sys Louturier, whin las decorated other houscs and

| comdos in the wwoe Ik bs reminscent bug has nothing to

do with what Aspen is abowt, really, This & a sophisticated
version of how we understand Aspen houses,” [

Robent Comnorder; 212,463, TIT 7, uins poleer sk rirs.iewn

While the FHHI'E SMICES o mre firmmaal, Eher s ber Ledroim iy o glenoreis ©ooees, with coffered coilings anad decp cushinmed aemechain.
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